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Organcsilioon chemistry has esoaped from the hands of the specialist
into gmneral use, yet new reactione and new applications of
silicon-oontaining reagents are still baing inventad at a prodigiocus
rate. This Symposiun-in-Print, the sscond on organcsilicon chesdstry in
crganic synthesis, following Hans Reich's of five years ago, celeixrates
its continuing vigour with thirty-nine pspers over the wiole range, from
reactions of silicon hydridss to reections of silicon bonded to
transition metals. The papers are ordered approxizmtsly by the atamic
neber of the element attached to silicon, either in the starting
material or the product. Perhaps sost striking in attesting to the
mturity of applied organceilicon chamistry is the camplexity of the
structures in which & silyl group can be fond bonded to carbon in so
many of the pepers presentsd here. A silyl group is not anly effective
in ocontrolling orgenic reactions in its neighbourhood, but it s
evidently incorporatsd into polyfunctional molecules with an ease that
was Nt evident tan years ago.
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